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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with c trikot h rough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1 , 9, 12, 13, 18 P 21, 24 and 27 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A chat system comprising: 

a plurality of terminal devices forming a network, said terminal devices being adapted to 
transmit and receive messages to and from each other through any of a plurality of virtual 
communication spaces configured on the network, the messages transmitted and received being 
displayed on respective displays fR Oons of eaeh-the terminal devices together with message 
sender identifying information of persons who seftd -sent the messages; and 

atable moans for s toring therein , in association with each other, identifiers of persons 
using said virtual communication spaces, identifiers of said virtual communication spaces a nd 
corresponding character-train information of the p ersons using said virtua l c ommunicotions 
spac es ^ said character trains are -being used as said message sender identifying information; 
and 

means for determining a part of said character-train information to be used in one of said 
virtual communication spaces for a designated one of said identifiers of the person, in accordance 
with an association of said designated identifier of the person and an identifier of said one virtual 
communication space with the part of said character-train information in said table means. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
table moano containo store_s_d ifferent character-train information for the identifier of a came ono 
given p erson for use in respective, different ones of said virtual communications spaces. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 a wherein said 
table moans conta i no stores different character-train information for the identifier of a same 
given p erson for use in communications with respective, d ifferent persons. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 4 wherein said 
plurality of t erminal devices use said table means i n common. 
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5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 A wherein the 
character-train information stored in said table meafts-is accessible from said respective terminal 
devices. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 A wherein 
character-train information to be stored in said table means is set -sent t hrough terminal devices 
from which said messages are transmitted. 

7. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim *\ x wherein said 
network is formed of said plurality of terminal devices and a server, and_character-train 
information to be stored in said table moans is set in said server. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
message sender identifier is converted into the character-train information at the terminal device 
which has r e oeiv e d -receives t he message. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A chat system^ comprising: 
a server; 

a plurality of terminal devices each having a display and f orming a network with said 
server, said terminal devices being adapted to transmit and receive messages to and from each 
other through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on the network, the 
messages transmitted and received being displayed on the d isplay broods -of each terminal 
device together with message sender identifying information of persons who send the 
messages; 

a table disposed in said server fef-and s toring therein* in association with each other. 
identifiers of persons using said terminal devices, identifiers of said virtual communication 
spaces a nd corresponding character-train information of the persons ucing soid term i nal 
d e v i c es; and 

asearch means- device d isposed in said server fer -and s earching said table for 
character-train information corresponding to the identifier of a message sender when said server 
receives said identifier of the message sender a nd a message from said message sender, for 
transferring said character-train information together with said message , wherein said search 
means determines said character-train information to be used in one of said virtual 
communication spaces for said identifier of the message sender in accordance with the 
association of a corresponding one of said identifiers of the persons and an identifier of said one 
virtual communication space with said character-train information in said table. 
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10. (ORIGINAL) The chat system according to Claim 9 wherein said sender identifier 
and message are transmitted through a designated one of said virtual communication spaces; 

said table has stored therein different character-train information for the respective ones 
of said sender identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and sender identifier. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The chat system according to Claim 9 wherein said sender 
identifiers with messages are transmitted with receivers of said messages designated; said table 
has stored therein said identifiers and corresponding character-train information for respective 
message receivers; and said search means searches for the character-train information 
corresponding to the message sender and the message receiver. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A chat system comprising: 
a server, 

a plurality of terminal devices having corresponding displays and f orming a network with 
said server, said terminal devices being adapted to transmit and receive messages to and from 
each other through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on the network, 
the messages transmitted and received being displayed on the d isplay m e an s-of each terminal 
device together with message sender identitying information of persons who send the 
messages; 

a table disposed in each of said terminal devices for storing therein identifiers of persons 
using said terminal devices, identifiers of said virtual communication spaces a nd corresponding 
character-train information of the persons us i ng nn i d termina l d e vic e s , in association with each 
other; and 

search means disposed in each of said terminal devices for searching said table for 
character-train information corresponding to the identifier of a message sender when the 
terminal device receives said identifier of the message sender a nd a message from said 
message sender, so that the character-train information is displayed together with the received 
message on said display means of said terminal device , wherein said search means determines 
said character-train information to be used in one of said virtual communication spaces for said 
identifier of the message sender, in accordance with the association of a corresponding one of 
said identifiers of the persons and an identifier of said one virtual communication space with said 
character-train information in said table. 
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13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A chat system comprising: 
a server; 

a plurality of terminal devices having correspondincLdisoIays f orming a network with said 
server, said terminal devices being adapted to transmit and receive messages to and from each 
other through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on the network, the 
messages transmitted and received being displayed on the display m ea n s -of each terminal 
device together with message sender identifying information of persons who send the 
messages; 

a table disposed in each of said terminal devices for storing therein identifiers of persons 
using said terminal devices, identifiers of said virtual communication spaces a nd corresponding 
character-train information of the p ersons us i ng said t e rminal dovicoc . in association with each 
other : and 

search means disposed in each of said terminal devices for searching said table for 
character-train information corresponding to the identifier of a message sender when the terminal 
device transmits said identifier so that the character-train information is transmitted together with 
the message , wherein said search means determines said character-train information to be used in 
one of said virtual communication spaces for said identifier of the message sender, in accordance 
with the association of a corresponding one of said identifiers of the persons and an identifier of 
said one virtual communication space with said character-train information in said table. 

14. ' (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 12 A wherein: 
said sender identifier and message are transmitted through a designated one of said 

virtual communication spaces; 

said table has stored therein different character-train information for the respective ones 
of said identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and sender identifier. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 13 A wherein: 
said sender identifier and message are transmitted through a designated one of said 

virtual communication spaces; 

said table has stored therein different character-train information for the respective ones 
of said identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and identifier, 
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1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 1 2 ± wherein: 
said sender identifiers with messages are transmitted with receivers of said messages 

designated; 

said table has stored therein said identifiers and corresponding character-train 
information for respective message receivers; and 

said search means searches for the character-train information corresponding to the 
message sender and the message receiver. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 13 A wherein: 
said sender identifiers with messages are transmitted with receivers of said messages 

designated; 

said table has stored therein said identifiers and corresponding character-train 
information for respective message receivers; and 

said search means searches for the character-train information corresponding to the 
message sender and the message receiver. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A record medium for use in and readable bv a 
terminal device of a chat system, wherein a plurality of terminal devices form with a server a 
network, said terminal devices being adapted to transmit and receive messages to and from 
each other through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on the network, 
the messages transmitted and received being displayed on a_display mean&of each terminal 
device together with message sender identifying information of persons who send the 
messages^ sa i d record modium b e ing roodablo in ooch of co i d tormina! devices; said record 
medium includin e comprising : 

ateble moano for storing therein , in association with each other ^ identifiers of persons 
who use the chat system , identifiers of said virtual communication spaces and corresponding 
character-train information; and 

Search means for searching said table means for character-train information 
corresponding to the identifier of a person who is going to send a message and outputting the 
character-train information sought, as said message sender identifying information, for 
transmission with said message , wherein said search means deter mines said character-train 
information to be used in one of said virtual communication s paces for said identifier of the 
person, in accordance with the association of said identifier of the person and an identifier of 
said one virtual communication space with said character-train info rmation in said table. 
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19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 18 x wherein: 
said identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted through a designated 

one of said virtual communication spaces; 

said table means-has stored therein different character-train information for the 
respective ones of said identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; 
and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and the identifier of said message sender. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 1 8 wherein: 
the identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted with receivers of said 

message designated; 

said table m ea ns has stored therein sard identifiers and character-train information 
corresponding to said identifiers to be used in relation to respective message receivers; and 

said search means searches for the character-train information corresponding to the 
message sender and the message receiver. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A record medium for use in and readable by a 
terminal device of a chat system, wherein a plurality of terminal devices form a network, said 
terminal devices being adapted to transmit and receive messages to and from each other 
through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on the network, the 
messages transmitted and received being displayed on a_display means-of each terminal device 
together with message sender identifying information of persons who send the messages* said 
r ecord modium b e ing readoblc i n oach of sa i d t e rminal dev i ces ? said record medium 
inoludinQ comprisina : 

ateble m e ans fo r storing therein identifiers of persons who use the chat system, 
identifiers of said virtual communic ation spaces a nd corresponding character-train information 
in association with each other and 

search means for searching said table meafts-for character-train information 
corresponding to the identifier of the message sender received through the virtual 
communication spaces and outputting the character-train information, as said message sender 
identifying information, for display on said display-wea re. wherein said search means 
determines said cha racter-train information to be used in one of said virtual communication 
spaces for said identifier of the message sender, in accordance with an association of a 
corresponding one of said identifiers of t he persons and an identifier of said one virtual 
communication space with said character-train information in said table means. 
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22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 21 A whereini 
said identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted through a designated 

one of said virtual communication spaces; 

said table m oans - has stored therein different character-train information for said 
identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and the identifier of said message sender. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 21 x wherein: 
the identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted with receivers of said 

message designated; 

said table means has stored therein said identifiers and character-train information 
corresponding to said identifiers to be used in relation to respective message receivers; and 

said search means searches for the character-train information corresponding to the 
message sender and the message receiver. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A record medium for use by and readable in a server 
of a chat system, wherein said server forms a network with a plurality of terminal devices, said 
server being adapted to allow said plurality of terminal devices to transmit and receive messages 
to and from each other through any of a plurality of virtual communication spaces configured on 
the network, the messages transmitted and received being displayed on display means of each 
terminal device together with message sender identifying information of persons who send the 
messages^ GcHd -F ooopd - modium being readabl e in said - s e rv eF- said record medium 
i ncluding comprising : 

actable ffl oo fl G - for - s toring therein identifiers of persons who use the chat system a*d 
character train informofaon - corr e sponding to said id e ntifi e r s , identifiers of said virtual 
communication soacesr and corresponding character-train information, in association with each 
other; and 

converting means for searching said table m e an s — f or character-train information 
corresponding to the identifier of the message sender sent together with a message by any of said 
terminal devices and outputting the character-train information for sending it together with said 
message to a given virtual communication space , wherein said converting means determines said 
character-train information to be used in one of said virtual communication spaces for said identifier 
of the me ssage sender, in accordance with the association of a corresponding one of said identifiers 
of the persons and an identifier of said one virtual communication space with said character-train 
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information in said table means. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 24 a wherein: 
said identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted through a designated 

one of said virtual communication spaces; 

said table m e ans has stored therein different character-train infonmation for said 
identifiers for use in different ones of said virtual communication spaces; and 

said search means searches said table for the character-train corresponding to the 
designated virtual communication space and the identifier of said message sender. 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The record medium according to Claim 24 A wherein:, 
the identifier and a message of a message sender are transmitted with receivers of said 

message desig na ted ; 

said table fficcms-has stored therein said identifiers and character-train information 
corresponding to said identifiers to be used in relation to respective message receivers; and 

said search means searches for the character-train information corresponding to the 
message sender and the message receiver. 
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27 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A chat system, comprising: 

a p.urality of terminal devices forming a network, said termina. devices being adapted to 

communication spaces configured on the network, the messages tr.nsm.tted and 

display — -* termina, device togettl er with message sender .den^ng 
information of persons who sends the messages; 

a manly having stored M*. messages in assocMon with ider,*fl ers of persons 
using said terminal devices; an4 

-n. gtnrinn therein — °^nns idenfrfiens of sa.d vrtua . 

character-tra ininfo rm.tion nf th, persons, ,n 

association with eac h other, and 

convert mean, for converting a designated one of said u^rfbMUJM 
in said memo™ 10 a predetermined character train and causing, said display mear**> d,sp lay the 

2 L ^ r .- ih -k. .^n, of said destanaMJ^Bia^ffl S ■—■» -■ - " *" *^ f ^ 
—-^^^^^ .nformaton ,Q 



said table. 
28. 



« (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 27, wherein: 
said network comprises a piuraiity of termina. devices and one server, and said memory 
i$ provided in said server. 



29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 27, wherein: 
said memory is provided in each of said terminal devices. 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The chat system according to Claim 29, wherein: 
said converting means is provided in each of said terminal devices. 
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